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T HE following ffriftures upon a publication whick
appeared about three months ago in My. Childs’s
papery were written and intended to be publifhed Joon
aftery with a view tocounteratt the malevolence and
mifchievous tendency of that produttion, but from an
unwillingne[s to enter into a new/paper controver[y,
and a real belief that [otrifling a performance, conld
make no impreffion on one liberal mind, was at that
sime laid afide. As I fear, however, from a late
propofal of the Managers of the Difpenfary, totake
from the Medical Society the choice of the Phyficians
2o that Inflitution, that the writer has not altogether
miffed of his aim, to leffen and depreciate in their
eftimation, the charalter of the Medical Society, I
have thought it might not be at this time witheut its
ufe in vefloring the Members of that Inflitution, to
their juft rank in the confidence of their fellow
Citizens.,
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JOHN BARD, Prefident of the Medical Society,
to the Author of Thoughts on the Public Dif-

penfary.
Signed A Subfcriber.

T HE refpe&t and honor T have always re-
ceived from the Gentlemen ot the Medical
Society of the City of New-York, and more
efpecially the generous and benevolent views,
which to my certain knowledge have ever in-
fluenced their conduét, will not permit me to fit
cafy under the unjuft and unprovoked miirepre-
fentation you have made ot them in your late
publication, in which one of your aims fecms
plainly to have been to mifreprefent and leflen
the merit of this Society, particularly in the
plan they originally formed for eftablithing the
Difpenfary.

This publication is now before me, I have
read and confidered it with that impartiality
and temper, which is always neceffary in a per-
formance, in which Stri¢tures are propofed to be
made: and in this difpofition proceed to examine
it, which will afford you an opportunity of ob-
ferving how your principles and fentiments
appear under another pen.

You fet out by faying, 1t is of the greatefl im-
portance to every new infiitution whofe end is public
utilityy that it fbounld veccive a good [et off 5 ané
therefore that it fhould firft be well confidered---
Caution and delibevation cught to be particalarly
confpicucus in the firu€ture of fuch Socicties whofe
objets embrace the deareft interefls of humanity.
'The whole of this introduétion it will readily be
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granted is jult and folid, but the true ufe of
abule of the general pofitions it contains, will de~
pend upon the neceflity and intention for which
they are, on this particular occafion introduced.
This intention and neceflity will be the fubje¢t of
this enquiry.----- You proceed---74e flability of
every uniried projeét depends on fuch a wife provifion
as will vender the means employed at all times, ade-
quate to the end propofed. In which you are like-
wife right; and then you conclude this {entence
in the tollowing words---If thefe few general po=
fitiens be folid they will at leaft jufify an attempt
20 fet bhre parties concerned inthe public Difpenfary a
thinking s thofe on the one hand who are to fupport the
Charitys and on the other thofe who are to execute
the duties of it. And the word thinking, to render
it more emphatical, you have put in italics. If
thefe pofitions, and the inferences you have
drawn from them, mean any thing, it muft by the
plaineft rules of conftruétion be, that the Medical
Society formed the conftitution of the Difpenfary
without any regard to the folid pofitions you have
prefented to us; and here, as well as throughout
the whole of your publication, you evidently im-
ply that the plan ot the Difpenfary, publithed by
the Medical Society for the public infpection and
approbation, contains fuch palpable defeéts and
imperfections,as made it neceffary foryou to found
the alarm, and call upon thofe concerned in that
inflitution to think what they were about. Now,
Sir, if it fhall appear that this plan was formed
by the Medical Society, without ability, reflec-
tion, or a fedate and faithful deliberation, or on
any other principles, than thofe of a pure and dif-
interefted compaflion, and that they fent it abroad
charged with great and dangerous imperfeétions,



B )

which as you intimate now exift, then your coms-
Ing forward, exciting the public apprehentions,
and fo readily offering your helping hand to cor-
rect and amend them, will certainly intitle you to
the gratetul acknowledgements of all concerned.
But remember thatitis the evidence of this purity
of intention and the juilnefs ot your opinion
which ought to gain you this tribute of praife.
And, it, on the other hand, it fhall appear thatthe
gentlemen of the Medical Society in torming this
conititution,did proceed with cautionand deitber-
ation, and acted from the pureft motives ot com-
paflion and pity, that after they had among them-
felves,formed this conflitution,they {ent it abroad
for the infpection, deliberation, and approbation
of their fellow citizens, that it met with their ge-
neral approbation, and produced an immediate
and hearty zeal in the inhabitants to prote¢t and
countenance this infant defign, all which hasbeen
evidenced by aliberal and generous contribution;;
and, if, from the trial it has had, no real defects
and imperfeétions have in the leaft impeded its
growth and operations, or are likely to impede
them, I fay, if thefe things are fo from expe-
rience and fa&, I think in my turnI am juflified in
putting the Author of thoughts on the Dijpenfary
a thinking, and bid him afk himf{elf ferioufly what
degree of merit he has a right to claim, or what
fhare of juft applaufe he is intitled to, for pub-
lithing fuch reprefentations as bavea natural ten-
dency to raife unjuft fufpicions and jealoufics in
the minds of the Citizens, and, if any thing could,
damp the ardour of the Subfcribers.

It is upon this ftatement I {hall proceed to con-
fider the temper and fpirit of your produétion,
nd fee what folid arguments and pofitions it con-~
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tains, when ftripped of its pageantry, mifrepre-
fentations, perfonal flander, and a greedy tond-
nefs you have difcovered, in almoft every para-
graph, to impute bafe and felfith motives to the
moft difinterefted generous defigns and ac-
tions. And that I may execute this tafk even to

our fatisfaéion, with juftice and impartiality, I
fhall republifh your compofition, paragraph, by
paragraph, and give fome plain, and, I hope,
juft comments upon each.

You proceed: Zke Rev. Dr. Rodgersy I am well
informed swas the firft perfon who juggcfled the prac-
sibility of eftablijbing a Public Difpenfary in this
city : The hint he firft threw out at a meeting of the
Humane Society where it was well received, 1t was
from thence laid before the Medical Society, who foon
after [ubmitted a plan to their fellow Citizens, with
an offer of their profeffional fervices, as foon as ways
and means were provided tocarvy the fame into cffect.

We all know and revere the Rev. Dr.Rodgers,
and I can very readily fuppofe that in the benevo-
lence of his mind, he might have expreffed his
wifhes in the Humane Society that this inftitution
might take place in this City ; butitisas true that
the idea ot eftablithing a Difpenfary was thought
of and intended evenbefore the Medical Society
was formed, and was among the chief views which
induced the firlt movers and promoters of that
inftitution, to invite the gentlemen of the profef-
fion in thisCity, into a fraternity. At thistime I
obtained acopy of the inftitution of the Difpenfary
of Philadelphia; the defign was never loft fight
of, it was the frequent topic of our converfation,
and ever intended to be carried into execution as
{foon as it could conveniently be done.
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It is not very material indeed, from what foun-
dation this ufctul inititution is confidered to have
arilen, butit youhad not been otherwife difpof-
ed, you might, with r:al juitice, have given the
MedicalSociety the firft place, and not the fecond,
in originating this Charity ; intent, however, on
taking this firtt, though {lender, opportunity to
lefTen the merit of the Medical Society, you have
fo far torgot or negleéted your firt pofitions, that
you have given us nothing hitherto which bears
the lealt relation to them.

The Citizens of New-York, ever forward in ad-
vancing its repuiation and promoting the interefls of
[cience and humanity, with a readinefs and zealthat
whilft it [erves to illuftrate their charaltery intitles
them to the praife of every feeling hearty inflantly
Jeized the opportunity of opening a door of help to the
unfortunate, and in a few days [ubfcribed a fum equal
Yo the end in view.

This is a juft and handfome compliment to the
generofity and humanity of the inhabitants of this
City ; and thows, when you pleafe, you can be
both juft and complaifant to real merit: And it
certainly would have been more to your credit as
a writer, if the reft of your performance had been
marked with the fame regard to juftice and candor.

The plan of the Difpenfary, as it was publifhed,
propofed to provide the fick Poor of this City with Me-
dicinesy and with the advice and affiffance of thofe
Jkilled in every department of Medicine. Thisisa
very IMPORTANT MATTER, AND THECITIZENS
" $HOULD SEE THE PRINCIPLES ON WHICH IT
IS FOUNDED.

This paragraph contains a fhort, plain, and ex-
preflive defcription of the defign of the Difpen-
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fary, fo clear that every reader muft perceive it
at firlt fight.

What then can you mean by holding out this
fimple aphorifm to the inhabitants, as contaiming
very important matter and principles, which
have been concealed from their minds, and which
you tell them it is fo neceflary they thould be ac-
quainted with----What, but to milreprefent the
motives that influenced the Medical Society in
promoting and cftablithing thisCharity---accord-
ingly you go on.

For my own part, being an enemy to myfiery and a
friend to free communication, 1 feel no difficulty in
confidering the Difpenfary as a reputable bargain
betweenthe Citizens and Faculty, fuggefied inthe fivft
inflance by humanity and formed on principles of equi-
1y, between the contralling parties, as far as the
aature of the concern would allow. 1 have often heard
Jeveral of the Phyficians in this City complain (and
not [believe without reafon,) that their profeffion [ub-
jetted them to great expence of medicines as well as
lofs of time for poor perfons who had no means of re-
warding their fervices. Onthe other hand I know iz
haslong been lamented by many humane Citizens that
there was no eflablifbed refort for medical relicf, [ave
the poor houfe, for a grear variety of poor perions,
who by different occupations are expofed to fickne[s and
cafualities. To mutual complarnt of this fort, it is
ot unreafonable to ofcribe the appearance of a Pub-
lic Difpenfary. Hence then the public motives of
Sorming the inflitution appear to be [o far developed :
Other caunfes might indecd be found operating to hurry
it into exiftences but asthey are ivrelative tothe public
defigny and turn upor perfonal confidevations, it is
anncceflary to form any fpemlatioﬂ.{ concerning them.
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The whole of this paragraph is founded in mif-
reprefentation 3 the phyficians, on their part,
had no bargain to make, or intereft to gain; the
were prompted only by a generous, and totall
difinterefted compaffion, and fuccefstully endea-
voured to obtain the aid of our Citizens whofe
circumftances enabled them, and whofe benevo-
lentdifpofitions inclined them, to carry this lauda-
ble plan into effect.

This has been eafily and happily accomplifhed.
Neither the Phyficians on the one part, nor the
gencrous Subfcribers on the other, had any bar-
gaintodrive. Itisa narrow,and degrading idea,
which you have thrown out, and has done an
injury to the defign. With the fame views you
conclude this paragraph, by imputing fordid and
felfith motives to the Medical Society, which you
derive from fome cafual complaints you fay you
have in converfation heard from fome of the pro-
feflion, and fome of the inhabitants, when you
knew, or ought to have known, thofe induce-
ments had no thare with them in this pious defign.
For my partIdeclareInever heard in their whole
proceedings this principle introduced; and, at
leaft, with a great majority, do not hefitate to af-
fert, they have been aétuated only by the moft pure
and difinterefted motives of real humanity and
charity. I once, and but once, heard a gentleman
in the fociety fay, that the Difpenfary would be
afaving to the prattitioners in this particular ; but
it was after the plan was formed and publithed ;
and mentioned only accidentally as aconfequence.
But I again aver, that it was never brought into
view in the Society in my hearing as a motive, it
was founded ona much more liberal and generous

B
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bafis, which you do notfeem willing to ackitow-
ledge, or abie to comprehend.

That the benevolencey, howevery of the Citizens
may not be difappointed on the one kand, and thai
the Phyjicians may eater upon the duties of the Dif-
penfary with alacrity and chearfulnefs on the other,
I APpPREHEND the following remark to be worthy
the notice of both, viz. That the liberality and mu-
mificence of the Citizens, [ufficiently manifefled by
their Subfcriptions, muft remain inoperative, but
through the cxertions of the faculty.

Why really, Sir, this is an intimation éxtremc-
ly worthy the notice of both Phyficians and Citi-
zens.  Suppofe you had told us with the fame air
of folemnity and importance, that a coach would
prove imoperative without 1ts wheels.

And furthery that it behoves the medical gentle
men [evioufly to veflett that the exiftence of the infti<
tution [prang from their unfolicited offery and that
115 continuance will intively depend on the public opi=
niony refpetting their endeavors to rewder it worthy
a generous patronage.,

. This too, is certainly a fage admonition, and it

is to be hoped the Phyficians will pay {o great a
regard to 1t, as to mind their bufinefs, and do
their duty faithfully.

Here TWO VERY IMPORTANT circumftances
prefs into view, and demand [erious confideration.
Here again our expeétations are fet on tiptoe.

The firft withre[pet 1o the extent of the funds, zid
the fecond with re[peét to the extent of the action of the
Paublic Difpenfary and little [olicitons about precils
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arvangementy I fhall in few words confider them ..
the order of caufe and effet. Firft then, with ref-
pett to the funds of the Difpenfary---THESE COME
DIRECTLY FROM THE POCKETS OF THE
CITIZENS, and in the mainy I have no doubt iffue
Srom the pureft motives ;

It is remarkable that you introduce your para-
graphs with a pompous and felf-impoitant air,
anl raife an expctation in your readers that fome
ufeful inftrution or information is to follow ; but
hitherto you have only fet the mountain in labor.

Stilly howevery a certain proportion ought to be
calculated as proceeding from motivesy whofe nature

will not allow the hope of a permanent [ubfcrip-
2ion. /

1t is true that a confiderable number have already
given their names for 1ts [upport---Satisfied with the
INTENT of the thing, they have uot given them-
Jelves the trouble to think much about it---a much
greater numbery howevery and perhaps equally well
difpofed, keep back until they [eey (to ufe their own
phrafe) How 1T WILL WORK.

It is certain that the inflitution is altogether of @
promiflory natures and has nothing ‘compulfory in it ;
---[ubfcribers may, whenever they are z'm*lz";zm’,
without offering reafonsy withdraw their [ubfcrip-
2ions :-=-fience it is evident that its foundation refl.
folidly, in [o far enly, as fentiments of real benifi-
cence aftuate the donors---but logfely and uncertainly
where motives [pringing out of perfoncl influcnces,
may be [uppofed to obtain, efpecially wherethefe are
tinétured with vanity and caprice — What an un-
juft, ungrateful, and frofly defeription is this of
the conduét of a fet of humane and genercus
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gentlemen, who have come forward with an ar=
dor and liberality that exceeded even the moft
fanguine expeétations of the firft movers, and
well wifhers of this good defign. Permit me,
Sir, here to afk upon what authority you have
affumed the office of a public cenfor ¢ and meca-
furing other men’s minds by the ftandard of your
own; have prefumed to afcribe this generous and
liberal conduét, to loofe and interefted motives;
furely, when a man, acquainted with the inten-
tion and defign of the Difpenfary, fubfcribes his
name, and pays his fubfcription for its {upport,
it is evidence enough, with any well natured man,
of the generofity and goodnefs of his heart; and
cavilling and fithing for meaner incitements, has
too much the afpeét of envy and detraétion :
From this view it will be obvious, ‘that it will very
wmuch depend on the facultyy to preferve [uckh a favor-
cble public [entiment refpecting ity as will induce the
citizens at large to [upport an efficient and reputable
execution of the plan. =~ R L

Pray, Sir, let me here afk you, what reafon
have the Phyficians given you to doubt and quef=
tion their attention and care in the exercife of
their department in this bufinefs, that you do fo
often reiterate your warnings and cautions to
them, to do what their inclination, and duty
neceflarily prompt them to ?

And thisleads me to a confiderationof its extent---
here the confirtution appears vague and undefined,
both as to diffance of attiony, and the charatlers
whom it fhall embyace. 1t is notwithflanding, pub-
lifbed as a plan for relieving the fick poor of this city,
and therefore, Itrufty that the [pirit of the Jociety
will not allow IDEAL LINES, OR IMAGINARY



S A

DIFFICULTIES TO PRECLUDE REAL OBJECTS,
FROM THE RELIEF INTENDED THEM BY
THE INSTITUTION: 70dothiswould at once be dif-
gufting to the genevous donovs, and difparaging to the
medical gentlemany, who have fo handfomely, and it
15 to be prefumed, not unadvifedly volunteered their
profeffional fervices. Here it [eems proper to remark
‘that the citizens give their moncy freely, and the
only equivalent they expelt, is that the fick poor of the
city be taken care of ; and this neceffarily includes
ALL the fick poor. '

This paragraph, like moft of the others, is
calculated to puzzle a plain fubjeét, and rzife ideas
of difcontent and ill-founded jealoufies without
the leaft foundation, and the {pirit of it has alrea-
dy gone forth, and created a great deal of unne-
ceflary and troublefome altercation: it refpects
the lines which were to limit the fervices ot the
Phyficians ; and a moment’s refleftion might
convince cven you, that thefe, as well as the ob-
jects they were to embrace, could only be fettled
fubfequent to the conftitution, and after the elec-
tion of the Managers, and were the proper fub-
jets of a by-law, founded on an agreemént be-
tween the Managers and the Medical Society.---
It belonged, in the firlt inflance, to thePhyficians
to divide the compaét parts of the City into fuch
diftriés as would render their perfonal labor as
equal as poffible; 'and to contrive fuch a mode
and fuch expedients, as would do ftrict juftice to
the paupers who lived in the environs of the
town, without impofing an intolerable drudgery
and lofs of time upon the perfons to whofe lot1:
fhould fall, to attend thofe at the greateft diftances.
----The whole of this was a plain and fimple bu-
fincfs; and, in my humble opinion, might have
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been fettled in the moft juft and convenient mans
ner, inafhort, eafly, and temperate \‘Vﬂy.--'rl‘he
Phyficians formed the divifion of the compact
part of the town in a fatisfaétory manner, and
with a ready agreement; but fome of th(:}n dit-
fered in opinion with refpeét to the location of
the line to the northy, which was to limit the
bounds of the moft fettled part of the City, and
bound the northern diftriét to the {outh.---Thrce
gentlemen of the Medical Society, propofed
three different locations of this line, and were
refpectively heard in fupport of their opinions;
and by a very great majority it was decreed, that
the fouthern line was the beft adapted to do the
moft juftice to the paupers and the artending
Phyficians, fo far as related to the compaét parts
of the town: And taking into their confideration
the extent of the northern diftrié, which was
to extend from the above-mentioned line to the
two mile ftone, and to ftretch between thefe ob-
jects from river to river;---they modeftly fug-
gefted to the board of Managers the expedienc
of the fupport of an horfe out of the Difpenfary
funds, to aid and affift the labor of the Phyfician,
or Phyficians, who fhould attend this remote and
wide extending diftrit;* on which terms a Phy-
fician of real merit and learn; g offered at this
time to perform this particular fervice.

And though this expedient was certainly the
leaft expenfive of any other, every way the rea-

™ If to the confideration of the diflance and extent of the
northern diftri@, be added, the feverity of our climate. the
fhortnefs of our winter days, the ground for the moft part
during the winter feafon deeply covered with fnow, and on the
brezking up of winter, muddy and painful walking, together with
the growing increafe of this fervice, it will probably ftrengtlen
the reafon for this application. ‘
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dieft and moft convenient, and without which the
neceflary attendance and aid to the paupers living
within this circle was utterly impracticable, and
inthis view became as neceflary for their affiitance
as the providing Medicines, a houfe, or the falary
to the Apothecary ; yet, even this moft reafona-
ble, unexceptionabie and neceflary expedient
met with oppofition and labored altercation; on
this occafion the board of Managers, defirous to
obtain proper information, did, in the moft ref-
pecttul manner, propofe a conference with the
Medical Society, and favoured them twice with
a perfonal interview ; and, at their laft meeting,
every thing feemed to be fettled to the mutual
{atistaétion of both Societies; the Medical So-
ciety came to arefolution to eftablifh the fouthern
line, which had before been decreed by them,
and to which at this time they gave their unani-
mous voice, and agreed to folicit the provifion of
an horle toaid thefervice of the Northern diftrict,
and onthis occafion, all the members of the Me-
dical Society waited onthe board of managers in
return for the fame refpectful complaifance they
had received from them, and confirmed by their
perfonal appearance, the refolution, which their
Secretary had been requetted to read on their be-

half. The Board of Managers, fatisfied with the
jultice and reafonablenefs ot this refolve, granted
it in its full extent with the diffent of two gen-
tlemenonly,vlcanled chisafent 1o be entered on
their minuresy an extradk of which they furnithed
me with, which was likewife entered upon the
minutes of the Medical Society.

The relation which the Medical Society bears

to tha Difpenfary, makes it neceffary they fhould
go hand in hand with the direétors of this inftitu~-
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tion; on this principle I felt rejoiced at that mu-
tual interchane of refpectrul complaifance and
confidence that appeared in this nights negotiati -
on between them, and it was and ever will be m

wifh, and I think I may add it will ever be the
with of far the greater part of the Medical So-
ciety to preferve a pertect harmony and confi-
dence between both communities, in which the
fuccefs and utility ofthe Difpenfary muft be mate-
terially concerned : From this difpofition I flat-
tered myfelt that this compact, formed between
two refpectable Societies, and on a ufeful and
important occafion, would have remained perma-
nent and lafting, but to my attonithment and real
mortification, a very {mall number ot the Medical
Society only, who had been allotted to perform
the firft tour of Difpenfary duty, in violation of
this folemn compact, and contrary to rhe fenti-
ments and opinions of at leaft three fourths of the
Society, and even contrary to their own aéts, in-
troduced an innovation in the {pace of a few
days, and difturbed the order of this agreement,
and by this ex-party bufinefs, placed the greateft
part of their Medical brethren in a troublefome
and.aukward fituation, and as far as they could ef-
fec it, leflened the Medical Societyin the confi-
dence and eftecem of the Board of Direétors. As 1
cannot divine any pofiible, or juftifiable reafon for
this condué, Ithall not indulge a conjeé@nre, or
enter uponany inquiry aboutit, butleave the gen-
tleman who have been theagents in this bufinefy,

inthe full and undifturbed pofleflion of their own
motives,

In anfwering your laft paragraph Mr. Subfcti-
ber, fo full of mifreprefentation, I could not {n
clearly and effectually refure them, and do full
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juftice to the condu& and upright views ofthe Me:
dical Society, which I profefstobe my principle
defign inthis addrefs,as by publithing at large, the
above plain and circumitantial narrative, it has
drawn me into a confiderable length, but I confi-
der the fubjet as a public one, and of real confc-

quence, and hope this may be myapology.

What abaneful thing is party-zeal, how intru-
ding ! which could not be kept out of fo fmall a
fraternity of Phyficians, and ona fubjeét of public
and difintercfted benevolence, A fraternity formed
forthe beft purpofes, to cultivate a {pirit of har-
mony, candour, and good will among its mem-
bers, to afford frequent opportunity for a focial
communication of Medical remarks and obferva-
tions, in which the public is notuninterefted,and 1o
check and reftrain a fpiritof fa&ion and difcord,
which had, at the time of their commencementy
too much difgraced the profcflion.

The Medicalmen onthe other hand, give a portion
of their time, and talentsto the public charity, and
the only equivalent they expelt, is a confiderable ex-
emption fromthe expence of medicines given topaupersy.
and that degree of honeft reputation whick each of
them may [bare by proper attention totheir duty.

In contemplating the nature of this difintereft-
ed, generous, and diffufive {yftem of charity, has
your mind never carried you higherin judging of
the inducements of the Medical Men,as you fami-
liarly ftile them, who were the firft framers and
promoters of it, than the little paultry, faving of
the expence of Medicines, which they, in the ge-
neral courfe of their pracice, difpenfed to their
poorer patients ? Can you not {uppofe that commu-
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nicating health, reliefand comfort to unfortunate
objets, labouring under the complicated miferies
of difeafe, pain, and poverty, will afford a much
greater gratification to 2 humane mind? It you
cannot, your mind is nota very enviable one, and
it is the lefsto be wondered at, that youare{o fond
of imputingbafe motives and little, felfith induce-
ments to others ; reft {atisfied, theretore withyour
own feelings and incitements, and donot meafure
them out to others; this isthe fecond time you
have taken the liberty in the courfe of your
piece, to characterize the motives of the gentle-
men of the Medical Society, by this unjuft and
degrading fcale.

For the future profperity of the effablifbment, there-
fore, I fincerely hope, that liberal [cope may be given.
tothe exercife of Medical aid, and that noindividyal,
will o farmifapply hisinfluence asto CIRCUMSCRIBE
ITS MERCIFULDESIGNS ¢/pecially fince by FIXING
ANUNGRACIOUS LIMIT, 4¢ could only enjoy the
MISERABLE TRIUMPH OF CARRYINGA FA-
VOURITE POIN T, andthat t00 at the EXPENCE
OF EXCLUDING A CONSIDERABLE PART OF
THE POOR, whodwell inthe out [kirtsofithe city.

Why really Mr. Subfcriber, this is a very ci-
vil, infinuating chargeindeed ; let us fee how it
will bear the teft of plain truth and reafon.

The recommendation of this Southern line of
partition, which a very moderate fhare of com-
mon candor, would have attributed to an honeft
belief, at leaft,of its being the beft fuited to an-
fwerthe end in view,whicﬁline, afterdue confider-
ation and dicuffion, has been approved, by and re-
ceived the fanction of both Societies, and yet this
plain and reafonable recommendation, has been
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the whole and only fource, from whence you
aave with {o much pains, tabricated this illiberal
flander. Review thefe perfonal infinuations, in
the order you have contrived, and marfhall’d
them, in this very ingenuous paragiaph, and try
if you canreconcile them to the juitice and fpirit,
even of your own mind. And further confider if
you pleafe, what relation they bear, tothe ap-
prehenfions you raifed in us, by your firft folid
pofitions, and how far they juftify an attempt,
as you phrafeit, to fetthe parties concerned in the
management of the public Difpenfary a zhinking:
--It is true indeed, leaft this very modeft attempt
fhould be difregarded, you have kindly conde-
fcended to think for them.

Wity all deference tothe framersof the Difpenfa-
vy plany I would fuggefl that the tenthirule isparticu-
larly objectionable to many vefpeitable citizens. They
remark on it with great reafon that if hirved fervants
aredenied the benefit of the Difpenfary, when taken
fick at their maflers houfes, one great motive with the
heads of families for becoming [ubfcvibersistaken a-
way. Hired fervants when inficknefsy are as defer=
vedly objeéls of compaffiony as any others, but it cannot
reafonably be expeted their maflers will be at the ex=
pence of a phyfician tho' they might allow them com=
fortable houfe room and [uch other family advantages
aswould greatly contribute to the vefioration of their
health.

Itis certainly the right of every individual in the
community, freely to fuggeft any proper hint to
thofe immediately concerned in the management
and direétion ofthe Difpenfary, which he may
have colle&ed in the courfe of his correfpond-
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enceand converfation abroad ; efpecially when
itis delivered as this is, in moderate terms.

On this occafion however had you madea pro-
per inquiry, or wifhed information, you might
have known, that from the firft, it was never
meant to exclude hired fervants from the benefits
of the Difpenfary, and that a mode, which has
fince been adopted, was early devifed to extend
this charity to them in a more agreeable way,
than compelling gentlemen to vifit the fervants of
families in which they had no acquaintance with
the Mafters or Miftrefles. Even this intelligence,
it ithad been neceflary, might have been convey-
ed in a more private and refpeétful manner.

The amount then of thefe indigefied remarks whick
more time might have rendered much more perfeét is
this-=--That the managers chofenby the citizens and
the Medical Society, take up the conflitution of the
Difpenfary---examine it well and weigh its probable
operations let them converfe together freely, and at
laft if they think proper ve-commit it to a joint com-
mitee of managers and phyficians---the citizens are
inno extravagant hafle for its operation, and 1 am
perfuaded that the interefts of the inflitution will not
beinjured by a weeksdelay. : :

In the very preamble to your piece, you tell
your readers, you hear that there is tobe a meets
ing between the Managers of the Public Difpen-
fary and the Medical Society to-morrow, &c.
Why, then, Sir, could you not have waited till
you knew the refult ot their joint deliberations 2
Why was you in fuch extravagant hafte to appear
i print, and publith your crude and indigefted
_notions with the old ftale apology, want of time ?
W hy did you notgake more time to digeft a fubje&
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of fo much importance and public concern? And
why was you fo forward in giving your advice to
thofe relpectable communiues to 8o, what you
acknowledge you had juit heard they were to do,
on the morrow ¥ Have you been {o vain to your-
felt, and fo difrefpeétiul to them, as to imagine
they were not competent to this bufinefs without
your dire¢tions, even to the mode in which they
were to conduét it, and that too, through the
channel of a public news-paper? Surely there
was more decency and refpeét ducto the charac-
ters ot thofe gentlemen who had been elected by
the Subfcribers tor the management and diretion
ot this Charity ; and on whole judgment and fa-
gacity, in conjunétion with the Medical Society,
you might have with confidence relied. (e

Ungqueflionably it has had too hafly a birth, and I
will hazard a prophecy that unlefs it is more matured
and vendered more agreeable to the great mafsof cia
tizensy it will prove meither more or lefs than an
abortion--= ' : Sl 3

All this, Mr. Subfcriber, with your dreary and
foreboding prophecy of its abortion, refts only
upon your affertion.----My walks and conver{a-
tions are not very much confined, and I never
heard any citizen complain that it has had too
hafty a birth; for my partl wifth ithad come into
exiftence much fooner; and it feems to be the o-
pinion of the moftrefpeétable of the inhabitants,
I have had an opportunity of converfing with,
that its utility thould be felt as foon as it conve-
niently could.-----Itis an obfervation I have met
with fome where, that thofe who take upon them
to prophecy, have a with to fee their predictions
fulfilled, whether good or bad.
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Skilful and experienced Phyficians know, that
the ignorant and officious, by their ill-timed and
ill-direéted methods, bring about abortions,which
the lenient hand of nature, and judicious aids of
art, would generally have prevented. So it hap-
pens, when conceited and officious politicians in-
terfere with the judicious defigns and ufeful plans
of wife and generous ftate(men.

I will now, Mr. Subfcriber, take the liberty
to offer my opinion on this fubject: That this
happy offspring of the Medical Society has been
originally well formed, and has all the marks of
a healthy good conftitution ; thatunder thefe ad-
vantages it has been fent into the world, and has
been there well received and cherithed ; that it
manifefts already, though in its infancy, natural
beauty and infant ftrength, and is now committed
to the foftering care of able and vigilant guar-
dians, and is free from all danger of abortion;
and now in my turn, I will venture a prophecy,
that under the fupport of its prefent proteétors,
it will continue to grow in beauty, health, and
vigor, and continue to difpenfe with increafing
bounty, relicf, health, and comfort, not only
to prefent objects, but to thoufands yet unborn;
that it will in the ftrong and elegant language of
Jos, be <« Eyes to the blind, feet to the lame,
¢¢ will deliver the poor that cry, and the father-
¢ lefs, and him that hath none to help him, will
¢¢ give relief to thofe who are ready to perifh,
¢ and caufe the widow’s heart to {ing for JOYs2 2,

For the [ake of humanity, therefore it is to be
loped that this excellent inftitution will not be [et ta
Sleep with others whick were created a few years ago
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by the BUZZ OF A FEW VISIONARIES, MORE
TO SERVE PERSONAL THAN PUBLIC PUR-
POSES, and arc now as if they had never been.

One would have imagined, that the flrange
and indigefted remarks you have dealt out to us,
refpecting the Medical Society and the Difpenfary,
would have fatisfied you, without calling from
its long {leep a foreign fubject, you do nottell us
what, further to feed your appetite for perfonal
invecdtive.

And thus you end, with the fame cenfo-
rious and dogmatizing difpofition you at firft fet
out with, and which is fo remarkably confpi-
cuous, throughout your wiole publication.

And now, Sir, as you have fo frequently ob-
truded your advice and opinions upon gentlemen
of more importance than you or me, and as I
think, with an unbecoming freedom, through
the channcl of a public news-paper---1 fhall take
leave to conclude this addrefs with two or three
plain admonitions.-----

Firft, I would advife you when you fit dow1
to write, efpecially for the public eye, to teft
your heart by the plain rules of juftice and candor;
then, under this fafe director, your talents, which
are fprightly enough, may be employed to ufeful
purpofes; it will at leaft fave you from debafing
yourfelf, or abufing others.

What harm would it do you, Mr. Subferiber,
to abate a little of your diétatorial humour;
I believe it is a juft obfervation, that thofe who
arc beft qualified to diCtate and give advice are
generally moft cautious and fparing of both----=
and it is as true that generally men of the
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moft profound learning and erudition, in all
ages and countries have been as remarkable
for their modetty,and unaffluming manners, as the
vait extent of their minds ; among thefe numerous
worthies, theilluftrious nanies of BoyLe, NEwToN
and Lock, of PennN, WoLLAsTON and F'RANKLIN,
are ftriking inftances (if I may ufe the expreflion)
of this fublime humility ; Mr. WoLLasTON in par-
ticular, with equal modefty and truth, has told us
that after the utmoft {tretch, and deepett refearches
of the human mind, our Philofophy dwells only
upon the [urface of nature ; an acknowledgment
fo humble and fo true, from fo greata charaéter,
oughtatonce to check and abath the firft rifings
of human vanity, and prefumption----Let thefe
great examples perfuade you, that true and real
merit,like a virgins blufhes, alwaysbecomes more
confpicuous, the more it firives to be concealed. *

And laftly Sir, which if well underftood and pro-
perly regarded, will perhaps conrain every necef-
fary advice, let me recommend to your ferious
confideration the Philofophers firlt leffon---
KNOW YOURSELF,

FAREWELL.
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